
BY BRIAN HARRIS
THE COAST STAR

SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS — On
Thursday, April 21, Coastal
Habitat for Humanity will be
hosting their second-annual
Hearts and Hammers event
at the Manasquan Golf Club.

The event is a way for the
organization to honor people
and organizations that have
supported Coastal Habitat
for Humanity over the years
as well as to raise funds for
its programs. 

The 2016 honorees are:
Neptune Township Commit-
teeman Randy Bishop, who is
receiving the Golden Heart
Founders Award for out-
standing individual leader-
ship; Star News Group, which
will be receiving the Golden
Hardhat Award for support-
ing major Coastal Habitat for
Humanity initiatives over the
years; and the New Jersey
Bankers Association [NJBA],
which will receive the Gold-
en Hammer Award for out-
standing corporate citizen-
ship and partnership,
according to Maureen Mulli-
gan, executive director of
Coastal Habitat for Humani-
ty. 

The driving force behind
the NJBA’s continued support
for Coastal Habitat For Hu-
manity is Michael Affuso,
who is the organization’s ex-

ecutive vice president and di-
rector of government rela-
tions.

In the years since Super-
storm Sandy, Mr. Affuso, a
resident of Bradley Beach,
has been the spearhead in
getting NJBA members to
participate in different
Coastal Habitat For Humani-

ty events and donate not only
funds, but their time as well.

“Soon after Superstorm
Sandy, [Mr. Affuso] came to
talk to us about how the
NJBA could help and when
we had a plan, he reached out
to banks and got them to
come out based on his rec-
ommendation and also do-

nate based on his recommen-
dation,” Ms. Mulligan said,
adding that Mr. Affuso is
“one of the most dynamic
people that we’ve met at
Coastal Habitat for Humani-
ty.”

Through his hard work and
determination, around
$80,000 will be raised by Mr.

Affuso and the NJBA by the
end of this year for Coastal
Habitat For Humanity. 

When asked about his or-
ganization being honored,
Mr. Affuso said that it would
not be possible without the
support of the bankers and
the state’s banking industry. 

“We wouldn’t be able to get
this [award] without the in-
dustry backing us up,” Mr.
Affuso said. 

“It’s nice to be able to re-
ceive recognition for our ef-
forts but it’s really the banks
that deserve it,” he added.

The Hearts and Hammers
event will begin at 6:30 p.m at
the Manasquan River Golf
Club, located at 843
Riverview Drive, Brielle.
Tickets for the event are $150
and there are sponsorship
opportunities available. 

For additional information
about the Hearts and Ham-
mers event as well as Coastal
Habitat for Humanity, please
contact Stacy Vasta, resource
development manager, at 732-
974-2422 ext. 3,
svasta@coastalhabitat.org or
go to www.coastalhabitat.org. 

Brian Harris covers Spring Lake
Heights for The Coast Star. He can be
reached at bharris@thecoaststar.com
or 732-223-0076 Ext 10.
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Milltex Home Decorators
Serving the Shore Since ’84

Specializing in Custom Window Fashions for your Home

1101 INDUSTRIAL PKWY BRICK
HOURS: MON TO FRI 9:30AM - 4:30PM SAT BY APPT.

www.Milltexhome.com

Call Today for an Appointment

732-840-3021

• PLANTATION SHUTTERS
• Cellular, Woven & Roman Shades
• Faux Wood Blinds
• Custom Window Treatments & Bedding
• Designer & Workroom on site
• Independent Designers Welcomed
• Free Measure & Installation
• Call for Current Rebates & Discount

We feature a full line of

products
Luminette® 
Silhouette® 
EverWood® 

NewStyle® Shutters

WE OFFER 
Window Treatments 

and Shadings
for every
Budget

SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS

OPEN HOUSE

Go to our Classified and
Real Estate Section for details and

many other fine homes for sale.

This Weekend:
• 2122 Old Mill Road

ANNUAL MEN’S BLACK TIE DIN-
NER HOSTED BY THE FRIENDLY
SONS OF ST. PATRICK OF THE
JERSEY SHORE
Date: Friday, March 11
Time: 6:30 p.m
Location: Doolan’s Shore Club,
700 Route 71
Contact: 732-223-3424,
www.friendlysonsofstpatrick-
jerseyshore.com
Cost: $185 per ticket
The popular black tie event celebrating
St. Patrick’s Day promises to attract
another sellout crowd, with proceeds
from the dinner benefiting educational
grants for deserving college bound
high school seniors of Irish heritage
and other charitable endeavors.
Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will be

served beginning at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by dinner at 7:30 p.m.   Black tie
is required. Information about the din-
ner or a reservation form may be
obtained by calling 732-223-3424 or
atwww.friendlysonsofstpatrick-jer-
seyshore.com.

HEIGHTS LEADERSHIP FORUM
Date: Sunday, March 13

Time: 4:30
Location: Spring Lake Manor,
415 Route 71, Spring Lake
Contact: Danielle Heuer, 
danielle.heuer603@verizon.net
Local communities are invited to listen
to shared stories from middle school
students and community members on
the power of “daring to make a differ-

ence.”  Voicing their stories through
talks, music and video, these presen-
ters will inspire, engage, and connect
communities.  The program includes
presentations on the prevalence of
certain sports injuries in children, the
challenges that come with pursuing a
passion, the influence a robotics pro-
gram has on sparking interest in STEM
classes and the power a soccer ball

has on acclimating to a new school
and culture. For tickets please visit
www.eventbrite.com and search “SLH
Leadership Forum Dare to Make a
Difference.” 

COUNCIL MEETING
Date: Monday, March 14
Time: 8 p.m.
Location: Borough Hall, 555
Brighton Ave.

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Date: Wednesday, March 16
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Borough Hall, 555
Brighton Ave.

DANCE FITNESS
Date: Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays
Time: Mondays and Fridays, 8 -
9 a.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays,
8:30 - 9:30 a.m.
Location: Spring Lake Heights
Community Center, 901 Ocean
Road
Cost: $5 per session

TAI CHI
Date: Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays
Time: 9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
Location: Spring Lake Heights
Community Center, 901 Ocean
Road

Cost: $5 per session

FLEXERCISE
Date: Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays
Time: 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Location: Spring Lake Heights
Community Center, 901 Ocean
Road
Cost: $5 per session

YOGA CLASSES
Date: Friday evenings
Time: 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Location: Wall United Methodist
Church, 2414 Old Mill Road
Cost: $10 per session
Contact: 732-449-8287 for more
information

ZUMBA DANCE CLASSES
Date: Wednesday evenings
Time: 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Location: Spring Lake Heights
Community Center, 901 Ocean
Road
Cost: $5 per session
Contact: Kathy 732-861-1722 for
more information
Residents and non-residents are wel-
come.

HEIGHTS
EVENTS
To submit a calendar listing
or Heights news story, email
bharris@thecoaststar.com
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A WELCOME SIGN FROM SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS 
When you come to Spring Lake Heights a warm, welcoming sign greets all those who come, no
matter what time of year. 

NJBA chosen to receive
Golden Hammer Award

by Coastal Habitat 
for Humanity

State bankers association to be honored at April 21 event

RYAN WELSH THE COAST STAR

Two of the honorees at the 2016 Coastal Habitat for Humanity Hearts and Hammers event are Michael
Affuso [left], executive vice president and director of government relations, New Jersey Bankers’
Association, and John McWeeney, president and chief executive officer, New Jersey Bankers’
Association.

THE COAST STAR

Spring Lake Heights resi-
dent Zack Vasilenko has
achieved Dean’s List standing
for the  fall 2015 semester at
The College of New Jersey,
located in Ewing Township.

Mr. Vasilenko is the son of
Dave and Gail Vasilenko.

Mr. Vasilenko, who gradu-
ated from Manasquan High
School in 2012, is currently
majoring in Health and Exer-
cise Science Education. 

He also earned three let-
ters playing football for the
TCNJ Lions and was elected
captain his senior year. 

Other athletic honors in-
clude 2015 All-NJAC Second
Team Linebacker, 2014-15
NJAC All-Academic Team,
2014 TCNJ Scholar-Athletes
with a GPA of 3.0 or Higher.

To earn Dean’s List distinc-
tion at The College of New
Jersey, students must achieve
a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher. 

Vasilenko
makes Dean’s

List at TCNJ


