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BY BRIAN HARRIS
THE COAST STAR

SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS — Star
News Group is one of several
honorees at Coastal Habitat
For Humanity’s second-annu-
al Hearts and Hammers
event, which will be held at
the Manasquan River Golf
Club on Thursday, April 21.

According to Maureen
Mulligan, executive director
of Coastal Habitat for Hu-
manity, the Hearts and Ham-
mers event is a way to recog-
nize those who have been
supporters of the nonprofit
in recent years. 

“It’s an opportunity to hon-
or those who reached out and
gave help and support over
the past year or more,” Ms.
Mulligan said.

Star News Group is being
honored with the Golden
Hardhat Award, which recog-
nizes people or local organi-
zations who have supported
“major initiatives” of Coastal
Habitat for Humanity over
the years. 

“They [Star News Group]
have come out and supported
all of our events since Super-
storm Sandy,” Ms. Mulligan
said. 

Star News Group Publisher
James Manser said, “We are
honored to be included in
this year's Hearts & Ham-
mers celebration.”

“Coastal Habitat for Hu-
manity does such great work

in the communities that we
serve and we are proud to
support them.”

Other honorees at this
year’s event include Neptune
Township Committeeman
Randy Bishop, who will be
honored with the Golden
Hearts Founders Award for
“outstanding individual lead-
ership”  and the New Jersey
Bankers Association, which is
receiving the Golden Ham-
mer Award for “outstanding
corporate citizenship and
partnership,” according to
Ms. Mulligan.

The Hearts and Hammers
began last year as a celebra-
tion of the organization’s 20th
year in southern Monmouth
County.

The event raises funds for
the organization’s “Aging in
Place” program, which helps

seniors maintain their homes
by providing needed repairs.
The organization also plans
to rehabilitate a vacant prop-
erty in Asbury Park and fund
the construction of an acces-
sible home for a disabled vet-
eran with the proceeds from
the Hearts & Hammers
event.

Tickets for the Hearts and
Hammers event are $150 and
sponsorship opportunities
are available. 

For more information, con-
tact Stacy Vasta, resource de-
velopment manager, at 732-
974-2422 ext. 3,
svasta@coastalhabitat.org or
visit www.coastalhabitat.org. 

Brian Harris covers Spring Lake
Heights for The Coast Star. He can be
reached at bharris@thecoaststar.com
or 732-223-0076 Ext 22.
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Coastal Habitat For Humanity recently announced its 2016 Hearts
and Hammers honorees. Pictured are back row left to right: Bob
Hart, Manasquan Bank and vice president Coastal Habitat for
Humanity, Maureen Mulligan, executive director Coastal Habitat for
Humanity, Mike Affuso, NJ Bankers Association. Front row left to
right: Randy Bishop, Neptune Township Committeeman, Jim Manser,
Star News Group publisher, and John McWeeney, NJ Bankers
Association.

Coastal Habitat for Humanity names honorees

2016 HONOREES
This year’s Irishman of the

Year is Dr. John E. Feeney, of
Manasquan. Mr. Feeney is the
founding partner of Coastal
Oral Surgery serving the Jer-
sey Shore for the past 38
years. He is a St. Peter’s Col-
lege graduate and a third gen-
eration Irish American who
achieved coveted Emeritus
status at Community Medical
Center, Monmouth Medical
Center and Jersey Shore
Medical Center where he
served as director of the Oral
Maxillofacial Surgery De-
partment for over 25 years. 

Mr. Feeney’s career is
marked by community serv-
ice, leadership, volunteerism
and a fierce pride in his Irish
heritage.

“I express sincere gratitude
to the Friendly Sons of the
Jersey Shore for including my

name in the rich legacy of
Irish American excellence
that has been demonstrated
by the previous and present
honorees.” Mr. Feeney said. “I
must express my love of fam-
ily, who keep my feet on the
ground by keeping me on my
toes.

“My son, Sean, who nomi-
nated me, and the ladies in
my life who are my rocks that
just happen to be wrapped in
rose petals — my wife Janice,
daughter Erin, daughter-in-
law Maria, and my grand-
daughter Biella Grace ... I am
truly blessed.”

John Sheridan, of Monroe,
will be honored as the Order
of St. Brendan recipient
which is awarded to native -
born Irishmen who have en-
hanced the Irish heritage.
Born in Dublin, Mr. Sheridan
and his family immigrated to
the United States in 1987,
eventually launching his cur-
rent company, Euro Space
Craft, of Monroe Township.

Mr. Sheridan is a longtime
member of the Friendly Sons
of the Shillelagh of Old
Bridge, a member of the Bel-
mar-Lake Como St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee as
well as the New Jersey Irish
Festival Committee.

“When I heard about it, be-
ing a lad from Dublin, I was
so proud to be nominated for
the Order of St. Brendan,” Mr.
Sheridan said. “Then when I
received the call, being the
recipient, it was an over-
whelming tremendous honor.

“I’m very, very grateful of
the Friendly Sons of St.
Patrick for this tremendous
honor.”

Reflecting on his life and
speaking from the heart, Mr.
Sheridan referenced the
movie “It’s a Wonderful Life,”
when Clarence tells George
that “no man is a failure who
has friends.”

“I too have had a wonder-
ful life, with my blessed wife
Miriam, children Mark, Scott,

and Zoe ... I’ve had the best of
loyal friends and finally, my
granddaughter Ella Grace —
I  turn into a puddle when I
hold her, I just melt.”

The Friendly Sons of St.
Patrick Jersey Shore will also
bestow the Commodore John
Barry Award on Philip
McGuire, a longtime Friendly
Sons trustee, who was award-
ed the Bronze Star Medal for
service as a Marine Lance
Corporal in the Vietnam War.
As noted, “Lance Corporal
McGuire’s courage, profes-
sional competence and self-
less devotion to duty were in
keeping with the highest tra-
ditions of the Marine Corps
and of the United States
Naval Service.” 

Mr. McGuire was born in
the Bronx, New York, and is a
retired Con Edison project
manager. He presently re-
sides in Point Pleasant.

Pat Scanlon, past president
and Friendly Sons trustee,
spoke highly of Mr. McGuire
and said that it is a wonderful
thing to  be  able to recognize
a Friendly Sons trustee for

their service to the United
States with the Commodore
Barry Award.

“I am proud of the accom-
plishments of our three hon-
orees,” said Robert Boyle,
president of the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick of the Jer-
sey Shore. “These three indi-
viduals represent the best of
the Irish spirit of giving back
to our local Jersey Shore
community.”

ABOUT THE FRIENDLY SONS
The Friendly Sons of St.

Patrick is an ancient brother-
hood, a fraternal organization
founded in 1784 by Irishmen
who fought in the Revolution-
ary War, and according to Mr.
Feeney, their first honoree was
General George Washington.

Every St. Patrick's Day the
group marches together in the
Belmar -Lake Como St.
Patrick's Day Parade and the
parade in Rumson. In the fall,
the group hosts a dinner dance
for members and spouses and
in the summer, the group takes
part in a fundraising golf out-
ing.

Among their many charita-
ble endeavors, the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick of the Jersey
Shore donates 25 $1,000 grants
on average annually to local
college bound high school sen-
iors of Irish descent, as part of
their Brother Peter Mannion
Grant Program. To date, over
$500,000 has been raised for
the program.

Reservations are still avail-
able for the 43rd annual black
tie dinner on Friday, March 11.

Reservations are $185 per
person. Cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres will be served begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m., followed by
dinner at 7:30 p.m. Black tie is
required. For information
about the dinner or for a reser-
vation form, please call 732 -
223 -3424 or
visitwww.friendlysonsofstpatr
ick jerseyshore.com.

Adrianna Shashaty covers Spring Lake
Heights for The Coast Star. She can be
reached at
ashashaty@thecoaststar.com or 732-
223-0076 Ext 17.
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